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Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors Meeting 

MINUTES 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
4201 Guardian Street, Simi Valley, CA 93063 • Activity Room 3 

(805) 584-4400 • www.rsrpd.org 

Meeting held via Zoom 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Chair Dennert called the Meeting to 
Order at 6:30pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Eagle Scout Sammy Edgar. 

2. ROLLCALL - Directors Abele, Freeman, Gray, Vice Chair O'Brien, and Chair Dennert were in 
attendance. Staff in attendance included: Laura Ballantoni, Tracy Engel, Danielle June, Richard 
Lemmo, Lee Martin, Wayne Nakaoka, Kelly Negrete, Theresa Pennington, Dan Paranick, Brian 
Reed, Gina Viecco, and District Counsel Brian Pierik. 

Guests attended the meeting via Zoom. Those who made comments are listed under the appropriate 
Item below. 

3. AGENDA REVIEW - There were no requested changes to the Agenda. 

4. PUBLIC STATEMENTS (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA) 

Simi Valley resident Sammy Edgar asked if there are any plans to schedule drive-in movies or 
concerts in the upcoming months. Staff responded that there are plans for such events. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District Board Meeting - December 17, 2020 - Motion: 
Director Freeman moved to approve the Minutes as written. Vice Chair O'Brien seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

6. CONSENT AGENDA (Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and shall 
be acted upon without discussion by one motion approving the Consent Agenda. If discussion is 
desired the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda upon a Director's request.) 

a. Approval of 12/15/20 Accounts Payable Check Register and 12/4/20, 12/8/20 Adjustment, 
and 12/18/20 Payroll Check Registers- Staff responded to questions from the Board. 

b. Approval of FY 2021-22 District Budget Calendar-The written Staff Report was provided 
by Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration. Staff responded to questions from the 
Board. 

Motion: Director Abele moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Vice Chair O'Brien seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

1 



amended - approved 

7. PRESENTATIONS, SCHEDULED ITEMS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Presentation of the Full-Time Employee of the Month for December 2020 to Barbara Meinel 
- Barbara was unable to attend the meeting tonight, she will receive her plaque during office 
hours and she is eligible for a paid day off. Barbara is an Administrative Secretary with the 
Planning and Maintenance Department. She has been with the District for 16 years; this is her 
5th Employee of the Month Award. Through a written statement, Barbara thanked everyone 
for the honor; she enjoys her work here. She also congratulated Director of Recreation Tracy 
Engel on her retirement. 

b. Recognition of Retiring Director of Recreation Tracy Engel and Approval of Resolution No. 
2003 in Appreciation to Tracy Engel - The Staff Report was presented by Dan Paranick, 
District Manager. Tracy has worked with the District for almost 27 years and will be retiring 
on January 7, 2021. Among her many accomplishments she was instrumental in turning the 
Rancho Santa Susana Community Center into the flourishing recreational hub that it is today. 

Director Freeman stated Engel has been so valuable to the District. She is so happy for her, 
but will miss her. 

Director Abele added Engel has been awesome and wonderful to work with, no one can match 
her enthusiasm. She should be proud of all the great work she's done here. Most recently she 
has done an excellent job with the After School Clubs. He likes to interact with the 
Department Heads and appreciates that her door has always been open for him. Abele will 
really miss her and wished her the best; she deserves the best. 

Vice Chair O'Brien added it's been an honor to work with Engel for all this time. She has 
always appreciated her enthusiasm and can-do attitude; she is leaving big shoes to fill. 

Director Gray stated he is very sorry Engel is leaving so soon. The community will always 
be able to appreciate all of her hard work. He wished her the best ofluck and thanked her for 
her service. 

Former Board Director Mark Johnson congratulated Engel on her retirement and thanked her 
for the great work. 

Chair Dennert thanked Engel for her hard work in creating a great Park District, especially 
for young people. Her efforts towards the Skate Plaza pushed that project to completion. It 
has been so great for the Community and the skateboarders are grateful. 

Simi Valley resident Adam Swanson gave Engel a huge thank you from the Skateboarding 
community. They are so happy to have the Skate Plaza and it would not have been completed 
without you. It took the leadership and enthusiasm to make it happen. He congratulated her 
on her retirement. 

Theresa Pennington congratulated Engel on her retirement. She added it's been an absolute 
pleasure working with her as Director of Recreation for the last several years. She is so happy 
for her but will miss her as well. 
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Engel thanked everyone. She added to be the best, you have to surround yourself with the 
best. This environment has allowed her to become her best. She is so proud of the work that 
has been done here and she's thrilled to be Resolution 2003. While she is excited to be heading 
to Texas, her experiences here will never leave her. 

Motion: Director Freeman moved to approve Resolution No. 2003 in honor of Tracy Engel. 
Vice Chair O'Brien seconded the motion. The motion carried with a Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray, O'Brien 
Noes: 
Abstain: 
Absent: 

8. CONTINUED BUSINESS 

a. Status of the District's Response to the COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic - The Verbal 
Report was provided by Dan Paranick, District Manager. The Stay Safe at Home Order has 
been extended through at least January 18th

• Youth Sports and Adult Sports are able to 
continue with condition and training only. There was a complaint regarding the lack of mask 
wearing at a Park location. The Rangers responded and handled by educating on the current 
orders. 

Chair Dennert asked how families are notified of any closures at After School Clubs due to 
COVID. Recreation Coordinator Richard Lemmo responded the Site Directors make contact 
with each parent. There have been no recent shutdowns and no transmission within any site, 
that Staff is aware of. 

Dennert added there is an opportunity to donate blood on January 12th and February 12th onsite 
at Rancho Santa Susana Community Park. If you have antibodies, the blood can be used for 
treatments. 

b. Follow-up Discussion Regarding New District Logo and Community Outreach and 
Promotion Plan Logo Applications, including Potential Direction or Re-Direction to Staff -
The Staff Report was presented by Dan Paranick, District Manager. During the Board 
Meeting held December 17, 2020 concern was expressed that the information provided by 
staff regarding this topic was not in-keeping with the direction provided by the Board at their 
November 19, 2020 meeting. Staff recommends the Board revisit this item and provide any 
additional direction if desired. 

Director Abele has two concerns regarding this item. The first concern being the Board did 
not get the information as requested. Second, is the actual quality of the Logo that was 
presented. Abele added the Board directs policy, not the District Manager. He reviewed the 
recording of the previous discussion two times. On at least nine occasions he clearly stated 
his concerns about the Logo. He stated it feels too busy including both the trees and mountains 
and requested some alternate options. Abele provided a timeline of the previous discussion 
regarding this item highlighting his requests to Staff, he feels the understanding by staff 
should have been clear. Regardless of the majority vote, the minority still has a right to be 
heard. There should be transparency and open communication to arrive at the majority vote. 
Second is the quality of the Logo itself. He feels it is just acceptable but he doesn't love it. 
The District deserves the best, not just acceptable. This is an opportunity to get it right and 
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possibly include the Community in the design of the logo. 

Freeman respects Abele's opinion but doesn't feel it was a rushed decision. She is comfortable 
with the previous decision and feels the Board did receive variations, even if it was using the 
same Logo. 

O'Brien agreed with Freeman, she is also comfortable with her vote. She is in favor of keeping 
the trees in the Logo, she feels they represent the District. 

Gray likes the idea of involving the Community in the decision somehow. He asked for 
clarification on the cost. Abele responded Diane from Mustang Marketing indicated it would 
cost $1 Ok for them to do the full exploration and Logo update. He is not asking for the full 
exploration, he just wants to see variations on colors, with and without trees or mountains, 
etc. 

Dennert agreed the Board gave direction to staff requesting variations of the Logo that was 
presented. While they did receive some variations, it was not what was expected. However, 
he doesn't feel the request was willfully not followed. 

Abele stated he is not requesting the full exploration by Mustang Marketing; he just wants 
some quality variations of what was presented. Mustang was agreeable to this previously. 
Paranick responded the District did not pay for any Logo work, Mustang included that to keep 
the new marketing look cohesive, further work will be at a cost. Abele requested any costs be 
discussed during a future Agenda item. He would just like to see the options as previously 
requested. After all of this discussion, he feels Paranick will do what it takes to get the options 
as requested. 

Motion: Director Abele moved to delay the implementation of the Board's previous decision 
approving the Logo and have Staff come back with a quote from Mustang Marketing for 
refining the Logo that was previously presented. Chair Dennert seconded the motion. The 
motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Discussion and Consideration of Beekeeping in Park District Public Open Space - The Staff 
Report was presented by Wayne Nakaoka, Director of Planning and Maintenance. During the 
Board Meeting on November 4, 2020, Director Freeman requested staff to agendize the 
consideration of beekeeping on Park District open space. These services are needed more than 
ever, due to the decline in the bee population. Nakaoka outlined provisions for allowing bee 
populations on Open Space. 

Paranick read an email from David E. Ross, resident of Oak Park. He suggested beekeepers 
provide some type of liability Insurance. 

Gray asked ifthere are any zones that would be ideal for this on District Open Space. Nakaoka 
responded all Open Space areas would conform with the guidelines. 

Linda Wiser has kept bees on private property with no vandalism and only a few complaints 
of stings. The bees are then used as pollinators for almond and citrus trees. It is important to 
keep the hives away from pools and children. The bees need to be watered so they do not go 
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looking for water. 

Gray likes this idea and feels it would be a good idea for the community. He suggested 
consideration of an abandonment policy or misuse of permits. 

Dennert really likes the idea, adding it's good for local farmers as well. He asked if fencing 
around the hives is necessary. Nakaoka responded the fencing is his idea for Public safety, 
vandalism, and to reduce the possibility of injury. Dennert added this is a great Staff Report 
written by Nakaoka, it was very informative. Dennert would also like to see signs to explain 
the importance of hosting the bees on District property. 

Motion: Director Freeman moved to allow beekeeping on District Open Space, to include 
informative signs, proper fencing if needed (minimal), proper maintenance including water, 
and requirements for insurance, deposit or incremental permits, and beekeepers to clean the 
site when done. Director Gray seconded the motion. The motion passed with a unanimous 
vote. 

Chair Dennert requested the District issue a press release including a quote from Freeman and 
Dennert. 

b. Approval of A ward of Contract for the Oak Park Post and Cable Fire Damaged Replacement 
Project - The Staff Report was presented by Wayne Nakaoka, Director of Planning and 
Maintenance. During the Board Meeting of November 4, 2020, Board Members authorized 
staff to solicit bids for damage caused by the Woolsey Fire. Ardalan Construction Co. is the 
apparent lowest bidder. The District has worked with them on several successfully completed 
projects. The cost of the project is slightly higher due to several sections of fencing that were 
missed during the original measurements. 

Dennert added this type of fencing is used to indicate Open Space. Nakaoka added the Oak 
Park Advisory Committee requested the fencing be replaced exactly, however, the wood posts 
are made from Cedar, not from old telephone poles. 

Motion: Vice Chair O'Brien moved to award a contract to Ardalan Construction with 
authorization for the District Manager to amend the project's budget. Director Freeman 
seconded the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

c. Approval of 2021 Board of Directors Committee List - The Staff Report was presented by 
Dan Paranick, District Manager. Yearly the Board Chair and District Manager work on 
updating the Committee assignments. Board Members discussed the list and provided 
feedback. 

There was discussion on a possible Film Location Committee as proposed by Director Gray. 
District Manager Paranick will schedule a meeting with Director Gray to bring him up to 
speed on the District's filming program. 

Director Abele requested Paranick consider allowing I or 2 Board Members serve on the 
hiring panel for Executive positions in the District. District Manager Paranick will bring this 
topic back for the Board's consideration at an upcoming meeting. 

Chair Dennert proposed a Committee for assessing services for special needs residents in the 
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community. 

Motion: Chair Dennert moved to adopt the proposed Committee assignments with the 
creation of a 1-year Ad-Hoc Committee to assess District services for Special Needs residents 
with Dennert and O'Brien assigned. Director O'Brien seconded the motion. The motion 
carried with the following Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray, O'Brien 
Noes: 
Abstain: 
Absent: 

Chair Dennert called a 5-minute Recess at 9:23pm. Chair Dennert called the Meeting back to 
Order at 9:28pm. 

10. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS OF NOTE 

Chair Dennert received an email from a resident in regards to Drone use at District parks. Dennert 
would like a discussion regarding the District Policy at a Board Meeting. 

11. REPORTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 

Director Gray thanked staff for opening the Activity Center during the recent power outage. He 
inquired about the actual District policy during the outage events. Paranick responded the Senior 
Center is the designated location. However, during the last outage the power was also turned off at 
the backup locations. Gray would like to add an Agenda item to discuss the possibility of the Board 
sending a letter to Southern California Edison. 

Vice Chair O'Brien attended the Historical Society meeting with Director Freeman via Zoom. They 
discussed the roof and wall damage to the Adobe. She wished everyone a Happy New Year, hoping 
2021 is better than 2020. 

Director Freeman attended the Historical Society meeting with Vice Chair O'Brien. She wished all 
the best to Tracy Engel on her retirement. 

Director Abele reported the parks are looking great and the water situation on the walking trail at 
RSSCP is much improved. He wished Tracy Engel well and will really miss her. 

· Chair Dennert met with the Trailblazer group and discussed possibilities to promote hiking, possibly 
have a Staff or Community member give a talk prior to the hike. They have a Facebook page if anyone 
would like to join. The Martin Luther King Day event is coming up, if you haven't already, you are 
able to sign up on the District website. Dennert asked about the NRP A Magazine, if Board Members 
receive a copy. Paranick responded he has a library of magazines if anyone is interested and can add 
members to the mailing list. Dennert also spoke with several groups who are renting field space and 
discussed the possibility of possible refunds or discounts. 

12. REPORT BY DISTRICT MANAGER - Comments were provided by Dan Paranick. He was 
contacted by a property owner regarding donating a small parcel of open space near Mount McCoy. 
He will be meeting with the Historical Society to discuss staffing and allocation of costs. He has 
joined a COVID workgroup through VCSDA to work with the County on any funding available for 
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Special Districts. Staff training for the new Marketing plan will begin rolling out in the next few 
weeks. The District Holiday festivities went well despite the COVID circumstances and was well 
received by the employees. He thanked Staff and the Board for contributing to the festivities. 
Metrolink is starting a double tracking project near the Station here in Simi Valley, he and Nakaoka 
will be discussing any concerns with the Arroyo Simi Greenway. The Chamber of Commerce donated 
KN95 masks to the District, a letter of thanks has been sent to them. During the recruiting process 
for the Director of Recreation position Laura Ballantoni and Danielle June will be sharing the interim 
position, they will each have an approximately 7-8-week period, starting with Laura. 

Upcoming Events: The Rotary Club with be hosting a COVID friendly concert with Queen Nation 
on April 2nd

• They are also looking to host some type of event on Memorial Day. 

Future Agenda Items: Recognition of Eagle Scout projects, After School Club and Golf Fees 
discussion. 

Committee Activity: Oak Park Committee meeting on Jan. 14th
• The Agenda will include discussions 

regarding managing the tree trimming in their area and allowing younger than 18 on the Committee. 

13. CLOSED SESSION - NONE 

14. ADJOURNMENT- Chair Dennert adjourned the meeting at 9:50pm. 

~DA:vt~1e.~ 
Dan Paranick, District Clerk 
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